[Minimally invasive techniques make fetal surgery possible. Disabling abnormalities can be corrected].
Increases in our knowledge of the fetus and improved skill in early prenatal diagnosis inevitably result in attempts to treat some of the abnormalities detected. Although most fetal malformations diagnosed prenatally in continuing pregnancies are best managed by medical and surgical intervention after planned delivery, some structural defects may require in utero-treatment to forestall subsequent sequelae. The article consists in a review of the current status of ultrasound-guided invasive fetal therapy, including multifetal pregnancy reduction, manipulation of amniotic fluid, drainage and shunting procedures, fetal transfusion therapy, operative fetoscopy, and in utero stem cell transplantation. Future prospects and developments in this rapidly expanding field are also outlined.